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I nominate three outstanding faculty colleagues for the 2016 Civitatis Award:  
Professors Mia Carter, Jennifer Glass, and Lisa Moore.  Although the Civitatis Award is 
usually given to an individual faculty member, the joint efforts of these three professors 
warrant this special recognition.  (I received approval for making this multiple 
nomination from Dr. Hillary Hart, Secretary of the Faculty Council.) 

The Civitatis Award is given “in recognition of dedicated and meritorious service to the 
University above and beyond the regular expectations of teaching, research, and 
writing.”  These three distinguished professors have proven their “above and beyond” 
dedication to the University through their opposition to concealed handguns on our 
campus.  Their courage in speaking out against the campus carry law attests to their 
overwhelming commitment to the safety and wellbeing of students, faculty, and staff 
at the University. 

In his State of the University Address, President Fenves noted that on the issue of 
“campus carry, where many passionately disagree, we have had an open and 
constructive debate where all voices were heard,” and he thanked the University 
community for their efforts in this regard.  Professors Carter, Glass, and Moore deserve 
to be singled out for our gratitude.  It is because of their tireless and ongoing work that 
the interests of the vast majority in our community have been represented in this 
debate. 

Citizenship requires sacrifice.  These three professors, all nationally-recognized 
scholars, have sacrificed their time and energy to make the University a better place. 
They are standing up for what they believe is best for our community, even at 
considerable personal and professional risk.  Their actions inspire pride among alumni, 
faculty, staff and students, and offer hope to everyone opposed to the proliferation of 
firearms on college campuses. The Civitatis Award is a fitting tribute for their 
meritorious service.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Christine L. Williams 
Professor of Sociology 

 



 
The following UT Chairs, Directors, and Dean emailed me in support of this 
nomination: 
 
Kamran Aghaie, Chair, Department of Middle Eastern Studies 
Jossianna Arroyo-Martínez, Chair, Department of Spanish and Portuguese 
Robert Crosnoe, Chair, Department of Sociology 
Elizabeth Cullingford, Chair, Department of English 
Andrew Dillon, Dean, School of Information 
Anthony Di Fiore, Chair, Department of Anthropology 
Steven Friesen, Chair, Department of Religious Studies 
Susan Heinzelman, Director, Center for Women’s and Gender Studies 
Richard Meier, Chair, Department of Linguistics 
Mary Neuburger, Chair, Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies 
Martha Selby, Chair, Department of Asian Studies 
Debra Umberson, Director, Population Research Center 
Jacqueline Woolley, Chair, Department of Psychology 
 
 
 


